on the negative correlation between
winter snow fall and subsequent
monsoon rainfall and it proved to be
correct at that time though we know
now that it is very very rare that the
monsoon will fail successively for
three seasons.

It was also believed by our
ancients that hotter the conditions
are in the month of Vaisakha and
Jyestha (May-June), the better will be
the performance of the monsoon.
This was also the view of the
meteorologists in the early stages of
development   of   forecasting
techniques.

Thumb Rules for Long Range
Forecasting

We shall now proceed to

state the thumb rules which we have

selected for presentation:

1. Rain foetuses that develop when
the moon is in any of the asterisms
Purvabhadrapada, Uttarabhadra-
pada, Purvasadha, Uttarasadha,
and RohinI in any season will yield
plenty of rain. Those that are
formed in Satabhisaj, Aslesa,
Ardra, Svati or Magha prove
fertile and rains for many days- If
they go through their full period of
growth without any impediments,

they will give rain as given below
according to the month in which
they form:

Month of formation   Duration of
of foetus              rainfall

(at the time of delivery)
Margasira        8 days
Pausa            6 days
Magha           16 days
Phalguna         24 days
Caitra           3 days
Vaisakha         3 days
2. The following symptoms favour
healthy growth of the rain
foetuses in the various month as
shown below:

i. Absence of severe cold

conditions in Margasira.
ii. Heavy snow fall in Pausa.
iii. Sky reddish near horizon
during mornings and evenings
both in Margasira and Pausa.
iv. Sun and moon appearing dim
becadsc of thick fog or mist
and severe cold conditions in
Magha. Sunrise and sunset
hidden by fog or low clouds
(formed as a result of lifting)
in the same month.

v. Rough and strong winds,
appearance  of clouds,
incomplete halo round the
sun, coppery colour of the sun

81